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Retrieval of episodic memories is a multi-component act that relies on numerous operations ranging from processing the retrieval cue, evaluating retrieved information, and selecting the appropriate response given the demands of the task. Motivated by a rich functional neuroimaging literature, recent theorizing about various computations at retrieval has focused on the role of posterior parietal cortex (PPC). In a potentially promising line of research, recent neuroimaging findings suggest that different subregions of dorsal PPC respond distinctly to different aspects of retrieval decisions, suggesting that better understanding of their contributions might shed light on the component processes of retrieval. In an attempt to understand the basic operations performed by dorsal PPC, we used functional MRI and functional connectivity analyses to examine how activation in, and connectivity between, dorsal PPC and ventral temporal regions representing retrieval cues varies as a function of retrieval decision uncertainty. Specifically, participants made a five-point recognition confidence judgment for a series of old and new visually presented words. Consistent with prior studies, memory-related activity patterns dissociated across left dorsal PPC subregions, with activity in the lateral IPS tracking the degree to which participants perceived an item to be old, whereas activity in the SPL increased as a function of decision uncertainty. Importantly, whole-brain functional connectivity analyses further revealed that SPL activity was more strongly correlated with that in the visual word-form area during uncertain relative to certain decisions. These data suggest that the involvement of SPL during episodic retrieval reflects, at least in part, the processing of the retrieval cue, perhaps in service of attempts to increase the mnemonic evidence elicited by the cue.
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Introduction
Conscious memory for individual events from the pastepisodic memory-is a powerful source for informing present decisions, large and small. The ability to incorporate information from past life episodes into an ongoing decision is critical for an organism to be able to avoid past mistakes and guide actions toward the optimal outcome. Despite the fundamental utility of retrieving episodic information from the past, much is still unsettled about the component cognitive and neurobiological operations that give rise to remembering.
One aspect of the cognitive neuroscience of remembering that has given rise to recent debate is how to interpret functional neuroimaging results that suggest that left posterior parietal cortex (PPC) is robustly engaged during episodic memory retrieval (Wagner, Shannon, Kahn, & Buckner, 2005) . Specifically, numerous functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) studies indicate that activity in multiple subregions of left lateral PPC is greater during the correct recognition of previously encountered items as old (i.e., hits) versus correct classification of novel items as new (i.e., correct rejections; for review, see Cabeza, 2008; Cabeza, Ciaramelli, Olson, & Moscovitch, 2008; Olson & Berryhill, 2009; Vilberg & Rugg, 2008; Wagner et al., 2005) . At a coarse anatomical level, it has been argued that activity in more dorsal PPC regions--the superior parietal lobe (SPL) and intra-parietal sulcus (IPS)--tracks the degree to which a memory probe is perceived as old (perhaps tracking perceived item familiarity, e.g. Henson, Rugg, Shallice, Josephs, & Dolan, 1999; Sharot, Delgado, & Phelps, 2004; Wheeler & Buckner, 2004) , whereas activity in ventral PPC--specifically, angular gyrus (AnG)--tracks the degree to which additional contextual details from the study episode are remembered (perhaps tracking recollection, e.g Cansino, Maquet, Dolan,
